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THE MORAL PERILS OF VICTORY 

It is morally easier to be an idealist in distress than in triumph; 
to prepare for victory than to use the fruits of victory; to sacrifice 
what one expects to win than what one has won; to make war 
than to lay the foundations for a wise peace. 

Thus we estimate the moral crisis upon which we as a nation 
are entering. The world-war, if not finished, is won. Germany, 
who sought to push back the tide of social evolution, has been swept 
away. A reactionary nation may defeat a progressive nation, but 
no nation can defeat a world-spirit. Any nation which fails to 
learn this lesson from the war is indeed stupid. 

The moral forces of history play no favorites. More than one 
nation has lost its soul while gaining its neighbor's territory. A 
war to emancipate the world has in the past led to an attempt to 
control the nations it has freed. Today it may even more easily 
result in the adoption, partly unconscious and partly planned, of 
the very ideals for whose destruction it was fought. 

If we make all allowance for the flattery with which the United 
States has been showered ; if we allow for the natural self-complacency 
with which as a nation we have viewed our attempt to help other 
nations while protecting ourselves; the fact yet remains that the 
American people have felt an unaccustomed idealistic passion. 
Justice, righteousness, liberty, sacrifice, co-operation, democracy, 
are no longer words we have to look up in the dictionary. However 
defined, they have stood for motives in our national life which have 
worthily supplemented our pride in our strength, our patriotism, 
and, above all, our boys "over there." 

But will our policies respond as promptly to these ideals when 
we are freed from the sense of a common danger ? 
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That is our new peril. Already we see political parties making 
victory a part of partisan spoils. Too obviously in our country as 
in others is Junkerism raising its head and radicalism, undismayed 
by the horrors of Russia, again advertising Utopias. On every 
side we see vindictiveness confused with justice and force heralded 
as a cure for the distempers of men's souls. Only too apparent is 
the temptation, now that we have conquered militarism, to base 
security on military preparation. 

It is more difficult to be just than to be loyal, wise than punitive, 
helpful than hopeful. If our churches do not seize the moment to 
re-emphasize the principles of Jesus, we may suddenly find the 
morality of nations, of which we have had glimpses, a Christian 
fleece on the back of imperialistic wolves. 

At the very moment when every teacher of religion ought to be 
intelligently expounding the morality of our Lord, we find them too 
frequently titillating the religious sense with ingenious misinter- 
pretations of the Scripture, loudly proclaiming the futility of social 
advance, and vehemently denouncing theological heresies. 

If the United States, in the moment of a supreme trial brought 
by victory, is deserted by those who should be its spiritual and 
moral leaders, we may well view the future with apprehension. 

As we looked to our generals for victory in the war, so must we 
look to our religious leaders for inspiration that shall lift us above 
the victory of our arms into the victory of justice between classes 
and nations. 

In the long perspective justice alone is an unshakeable founda- 
tion of national greatness. The war has shown the divine nemesis 
waiting on injustice. 

It will remain with the victors, after they have rid the world of 
the fear of brutalized efficiency and have demanded repentance and 
reparation from conscienceless nationalism, to show themselves 
also victors in the statesmanship that builds a world-order on 
justice. 

Will the church lead ? 



